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CLIENT ALERT #20/2020                                                                             08-03-2020 

 
 

NEW PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING RESIDENCY FOR BRITISH 

CITIZENS IN SPAIN DUE TO “BREXIT” 

 

The new procedure for obtaining a residency card/document will be valid from July 6th 

2020 until December 31st 2020.  

 

1. British citizen holders of a temporary registration certificate with less than 5 years 

of legal residency in Spain can apply for a residency document that will be valid 

for 5 years. The document will expressly mention “Temporal” (Temporary). Once 

the period of validity of such document has expired, it can be renewed by the 

holder for a further 10 years. The renewed document will expressly mention 

“Permanente” (Permanent).  

The procedure is the same for holders of a temporary residency card of a family 

member of an EU citizen with less than 5 years of legal residency in Spain.  

 

2. British citizen holders of a temporary registration certificate, with more than 5 

years of legal residency in Spain and without obtaining a permanent registration 

certificate, can apply for a residency document that will be valid for 10 years. The 

document will expressly mention “Permanente”. The residency permit can be 

renewed for a further 10 years. 

The holder of the temporary residency card of a family member of an EU citizen, 

with more than 5 years of legal residency in Spain, can apply for a permanent 

residency document for 10 years. The applicant will have to prove that he/she 

complies with the mandatory requirements stated by the Foreign Office. The 

Foreign Office will check the documentation presented by the applicant and will 

issue a determination of residency within a maximum period of 3 months.  

 

3. British citizen holders of a permanent registration certificate can apply for a 

residency document that will be valid for 10 years. The document will expressly 

mention “Permanente”. The residency permit can be renewed for a further 10 years.  

The procedure is the same for holders of a permanent residency card of a family 

member of an EU citizen.  

 

4. British citizens without a certificate of registration will have to apply for this, in 

person or through a representative, at the Foreign Office of his/her residency. In 

this case, it is a longer procedure, and the applicant will have to prove that he/she 

complies with the mandatory requirements stated by the Foreign Office. The 

Foreign Office will check the documentation presented by the applicant and will 
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issue a determination of residency within a maximum period of 3 months. If it is 

accepted, the applicant will have to obtain the residency document, the validity 

period of which will differ depending on: 

 

a. If the applicant has less than 5 years of legal residency in Spain, the 

residency document will be valid for 5 years. The residency permit can be 

renewed for a further 10 years once the 5 year period has elapsed. 

b. If the applicant has more than 5 years of legal residency in Spain, the 

residency document will be valid for 10 years. The residency permit can be 

renewed for a further 10 years. 

 

The procedure is the same for family members of a British citizen without a residency 

card for family members of an EU citizen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONT & YILDIZ www.fontyildiz.com is a boutique consulting firm that provides tax and legal services to both, 

local and international corporate groups, individuals and start-ups, with comprehensive advice in all manner of legal 

and economic affairs.  

Our organization is structured in different areas of expertise:  

 International Investments 

 Tax compliance 

 Corporate/Commercial Law – M&A 

 Private Client – Financial Management M & A 

 Real Estate – Investment Opportunities  

 Global Mobility 

 Litigation 

 Start Ups 

 Accounting, tax and Labor compliance services. 

 

Our Firm counts with English, Turkish, French, Portuguese, Spanish and Catalan speaking lawyers and economists, 

all of them professionals that would be happy to assist you. For more information, please contact us info@fy-legal.com 
 

The information provided in this document is only for informative purposes and it must not be interpreted as legal assessment, legal 

opinion or any kind of advice regarding any specific fact or circumstance. In this sense, the hereby document is not binding and simply 

disseminates an opinion, and therefore, we advise to not act on the basis of the information provided without previous professional 

assessment. Thus, FONT & YILDIZ will not be responsible and does not offer any warranty of any kind regarding the use that any part 

might give to the information here provided. 
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